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RULE 37 CFR 1 m DECLARATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

We, Stephen V.R. Hellriegel and Alexander 1. Yatskov, do hereby declare the 

following: 

We are the inventors of the subject matter of claims 1-21 currently pending in the 
above referenced U.S. Patent "Application Serial No. 10/012,210, having a filing date ot — 
November 5, 2001, and claiming priority from a provisional application having a filing date of 
November 2, 2001. 

We have reviewed U.S. patent No. 6,595,784 to Brodsky et al„ having an issue 
date of July 22, 2003, and a filing date of May 15, 2001. 

The invention as claimed in current claims 1-21 was reduced to practice prior to 
March 15, 2001. 

We made the invention, to which the above referenced application is directed, in 
the U.S. prior to the May 2001 filing date of the Brodsky et al. patent. In particular, we 
completed the invention by reducing the invention to practice prior to May 15, 2001 . 



' Sap-14D4 MsUph Ffdm-CRAY'I^ "~ — ' +206701 221 B' "T-T46" P : 03/04 ~ F-261 ' ' " ' 

Application No. 08/866,456 

Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true copy of an engineering drawing including 
detailed specifications of a flexible connector device, showing an embodiment of the invention. 
Exhibit A bears the names of one co-inventor, Steven Hellriegel, and of a draftsman, Greg Scott. 
We note that the signatures of both individuals bear dates of July U, 2000, well before May 15, 
2001 . The document further records a revision, dated October 3 1 , 2000, and a "Released PDF" 
date of November 8, 2000. Much of the text, including many of the detailed notes, has been 
redacted, inasmuch as it relates to proprietary information, and is nor relevant to the issue at 
hand. 

Exhibit B is an enlargement of detail D from the engineering drawing of Exhibit 
A. Accordingly, for example, the top side view of Exhibit A may be seen to correspond to 
Figures 1 and 5 of the specification, while detail D of the Exhibit A, as shown more clearly in 
Exhibit B, may be seen to correspond, in particular, to Figure 6. Exhibit B clearly shows 
apertures positioned between contact pads, as described in the specification, for example, with 
reference to Figures 5 and 6, and as recited in many of the claims. Exhibit B also clearly shows 
the positioning of the apertures to cut the plating stringers, as is also described in the 
specification with reference to figure 6, and as claimed. 

The connector detailed in the drawing of Exhibits A and B was reduced to 
practice as an embodiment of the invention disclosed and claimed in the present application. The 
structure shown in Exhibit A was actually built on or around the July U, 2000 signature date of 

F^dubtn^rlrwascoropieted and tes t ed - w eiliirior icrTh^^ctober^<)r^000-date^shown-for 

Revision B. Namely, there was a reduction to practice, and testing of Revision A sometime 
between July 11 , 2000 and October 10, 2000. 

We further declare that sometime after the July 2000 date shown on the 
engineering drawing of Exhibit A, we disclosed the invention in a meeting with a representative 
of me firm, Seed Intellectual Property Law Group PIXC. Exhibit C is a copy of a page of notes 
recorded by that representative during that meeting, taken from the files of the firm. We have 
seen a copy of Exhibit C, on which a date is written in the upper nght hand corner. While this 
date has been blanked out in the copy sent to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, We have 
seen a copy which includes this date and hereby verify that this date is prior to May 15, 2001 . In 
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all other respects, the copy appearing as Exhibit C is a true copy of the page from the files of the 
law firm, and the date recorded on die original correctly indicates the date of our disclosure. 

Exhibit C clearly contains references to features disclosed and claimed in the 
present application, including rectangular holes located between contacts to make the connector 
"more compliant in area of contacts!, and to accommodate] more contacts while requiring] less 
force." Exhibit C further discloses, as a possible advantage to the features shown *\..so 
individual contacts can move independently out of plane," and to "take out material constraint 
[to] local deformation^ to] conform to terrain of printed circuit board" The sketch and text of 
Exhibit C closely correlate with methods and features disclosed and claimed in the present 
application. See, for example, Figures 5, 6, and 9, and the accompanying text. 

We further declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true, 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or bom, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 

Date 
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Alexander I. Yaiskov 



3 



o 

On 
O 





> 








m 


— 1 




TO 


o 


i — i 


cz 


~z. 


— \ 


o 




m 






r~ 


Co 


AT 




i — i 




CD 



m 

—l 

>> 
i — i 




O CO 




0 



o 



o 



^ — m — & 



